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F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On The Cover:
Architect Scott Specht addressed site restrictions 
by cantilevering a new second level out from 
the existing structure, and removed, cleaned 
and reused the exterior limestone in an effort to 
preserve elements of the original home. 
Photo by Casey Dunn. Page 32

have great respect for creative people. More specifically, I admire 
people who have created their life by creating art, and also those 
who whittle out personal time to make art. Designers, architects, 
builders … they do it every day, with each new project being a 
chance to express their signature style. And the artists who paint or 
sculpt or blow glass — as you’ll find in this issue — who have made 

their passion their profession. I think about it all the time and especially since 
a recent trip to my dad’s attic where I found a box of oil paintings I did in junior 
high. They might seem silly to some…. bluebonnets, oak trees, green rivers and 
other scenes from the farm, but I loved it back then and you better believe I 
grabbed a couple to have framed. I don’t know what happened to that girl, but the 
artists in this issue have inspired me to find her again.

When it came time to renovate a home built in 1955, Scott Specht’s philosophy 
prescribed the importance of preserving existing elements of the original home 
designed by prominent Austin architects. The new design blends old and new 
materials and accommodates the homeowners’ mid-century modern furniture 
collection. In a custom build outside of San Antonio, the direction was clear: 
draw inspiration from Frank Lloyd Wright. Architect Brantley Hightower began 
the design process with builder Kevin FitzGerald and the homeowners by print-
ing a 3D model of the Robie House for reference. In the last two home features, 
oak trees dictated each home’s placement and each architect couldn’t have been 
happier working with homeowners who made concessions for their trees when 
the easier option would have been to just chop them down. J.C. Schmeil used 
an existing foundation from a previous structure and designed a separate guest 
house around the oak’s Root Protection Zone. Neel Morton’s clients bought a 
second lot just so they could build around their sprawling, old oak.

In other articles, you’ll find talented glass artists, painters and ceramicists do-
ing what they love, and art walks and openings to showcase it all. I hope you find 
the time and the inspiration to create something beautiful and meaningful.

Trisha Doucette

In awe of artists

I
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Texas for additional information.

401 S. Lincoln St., Fredericksburg, TX  |  830.990.0565  |  www.kingwoodcabinets.com
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design | glass artists

By Julie Catalano

There is art glass, and then there is art glass lighting. 

The latter elevates the gleaming beauty of hand blown 

art glass to a level where form meets function in the most 

dazzling of ways. Five glass artists in Central Texas 

combine art, science, skill and passion with innovative 

artistic visions to brighten any space. Brilliant! 

The Art of
Illumination

WIMBERLEY GLASSWORKS 
San Marcos. 512-393-3316. www.wgw.com 

Ever since Wimberley 
Glassworks owner and 
director Tim de Jong saw 
the light and colors in the 
buildup of ice on the rail-
ings surrounding Niagara 
Falls in winter almost 30 
years ago, he’s been using 
that look as inspiration for 
his own hand blown cre-
ations. Custom glass light-

ing became one of the artist’s specialties when he opened his 
Texas studio 27 years ago between San Marcos and Wimber-

ley. His signature style of bringing the outdoors in is poignant-
ly illustrated in River Timber, one of his newest collections, 
where lighting fixtures were inspired by fallen flood wood af-
ter the devastating 2015 Wimberley/San Marcos flood. Anoth-
er new collection, Oceanstone, is borne from blending colors 
of the southern California sky and water at sunset in a swirl-
ing effect. De Jong and crew provide high end residential and 
commercial spaces with everything from large custom instal-
lations to a desk lamp. “We have to make sure that whatever 
we install celebrates the space, and provides what the owner, 
architect and designer are looking for.” Open Monday-Satur-
day 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 12:00-5:00pm. Online store. 

 
LAWSON GLASS 
Fischer. 512-623-9043. www.lawsonglass.com 

Forget everything you think you know about decorating 
with antlers. Dallas-born artist, designer and glassmaker 
Jason Lawson changed deer décor forever with a stunning 
combination of hand sculpted glass antlers, fine metals and 
lit-from-within technology. Lawson studied glass blowing in 
1996 while pursuing a graphic design degree at Texas Tech 
University. By 2008 he had built his studio LWSN in Fischer 

SALADO GLASSWORKS
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with an eye toward exploring the decorative arts. His luxury 
lighting line caught the attention of an architect friend who 
wanted Lawson to design a glass antler chandelier for a client. 
With the help of Texas sculptor friend Michael Hall, Lawson 
created and installed the first edition of the Crystal Antler 
Chandelier in 2011. Now, a team of expert craftsmen keep up 
with the demand — the chandelier graces spaces worldwide 
— while Lawson seeks the next big thing in lighting design. 
“With the development of the LED diode, designers can now 
incorporate the lighting into their design instead of the other 
way around. There’s much more freedom now.” Studio visits 
by appointment only. 

GARCIA ART GLASS 
San Antonio. 210-354-4681. www.garciaartglass.com  

Artist Gini Garcia came 
late to the glass game but 
you would never know it. 
As a 30-year-old graphic 
designer, “I was looking for 
a different career where I 
could be more creative and 
spontaneous.” She found it 
in “an instant love affair” 
with glass blowing. She 
founded Garcia Art Glass, 
Inc. in 1998 as the first hot 
glass studio in downtown 
San Antonio. Now located 

on South Alamo, the company has 12 employees featuring 
three generations of Garcia women (Gini’s mother, sister 
and niece). As creative director, Garcia designs new gallery 
works and custom lighting. An eternal student, she was the 
only American in a 2001 class in Murano, Italy, where learn-
ing traditional techniques of Venetian chandelier-making 
serves her well in commissions for major hotels. The story-
telling aspect of glass permeates all of her designs, including 
custom lighting: “It absolutely tells a story. That it provides 
light is a bonus.” Monday–Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm. Closed 
Sunday. Glass blowing hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:00am-
12:00pm and 1:00-3:00pm. Online store. 

SALADO GLASSWORKS 
Salado. 254-947-0339. www.saladoglassworks.com 

Growing up on a Missouri farm, artist Gail Allard is the son of 
a musician dad and a homemaker/painter mom. Since arriving 
in Texas in 1998, Allard worked as a welder and draftsman in a 
machine shop before becoming a full-time glass artist in 2001. 
“Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would be blowing glass 
and here I am.” “Here” is Allard’s studio about 53 miles north 
of Austin. His shop offers the opportunity to watch the art of 
glassblowing first hand any time the artist team is working and 

participate in family-friend-
ly “Blow Your Own” events 
(you must make reserva-
tions online for these events 
first). “The glass art mar-
ket is very different than it 
was 10 or 15 years ago. You 
sometimes have to create 
experiences to get people 
here.” You can also shop 
the gallery or work with the 
SGW team to create a cus-
tom hand blown glass piece 
within their scope of work. 

His vibrant Signature Lighting is a new line that celebrates vivid 
color and movement. It’s based on his hand blown Signature 
bowls, where Allard “signs” the silver detailing with either his 
name or someone else’s. Call ahead to verify hours. Sunday 
11:00am-3:00pm Gallery only, Closed Monday, Tuesday 12:00-
3:00pm Gallery only, Wednesday-Thursday 10:00am-5:30pm, 
Friday-Saturday 10:00am-6:00pm. Online store.

CALIENTE HOT GLASS STUDIO 
San Antonio. 210-504-9244. www.calientehotglass.com 

Glass artist Glen Andrews II is over the moon about a new 
furnace that arrived recently — a “fantastic furnace” that he’s 
been pursuing for about 10 years. “It holds 300 pounds of 
molten goodness and that’s a whole lot of glass.” Andrews is 
the resident artist at Caliente Hot Glass Studio, a professional 
glass blowing studio in San Antonio that serves as an artists’ 
collective focusing on authentic experiences for artists, par-
ticipants, collectors and spectators. Housed in the River City 
Hydraulics building, about a mile east of the Pearl Brewery 
complex, Caliente holds a range of classes from beginner to 
advanced, provides teambuilding activities, and offers stu-
dio rental for almost any occasion. Andrews runs the studio 
and has his own brand of spectacular custom lighting (www.
glenandrewsartglass.com) including one-of-a-kind chande-
liers along with custom installations for luxury homes and 
businesses. Gallery hours are October-May Monday-Friday 
1:00-6:00pm; June-September Monday-Friday 3:00-8:00pm. 
Weekends and after hours by appointment. u 
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HILL COUNTRY  
ART 

WALKS

For Patricia Karr, owner of Artisans, a Texas Gallery in Fred-
ericksburg, it’s the laid-back part that she believes is integral to 
the longstanding success of First Friday Art Walk, not just for 
visitors but for the artists. Her gallery on Main Street provides 
a comfortable experience in what she calls a Texas-friendly 
atmosphere. “I send folks looking for something specific to 

Art, wine and a leisurely stroll 

make a perfect day trip. 

art | gallery strolls

other galleries, and other galleries do the same for me.” The 
gallery hosts new work each month from Texas artists only. 
Another art walk plus: the casual ambience of going from one 
gallery to the next encourages visitors to look around and ask 
questions without sales pressure. 

Still, art walks can be very good for the business of art and 
business in general, especially in Johnson City. Anne Bradley 
of Texcetera Gallery (owned by Patty and Tim Elliott) and art-
ist husband Barry Bradley have witnessed the growth first-
hand, from four galleries to ten in less than five years. “That’s 
pretty phenomenal for a town with a population of 1,600,” says 
Anne. Eight of those are on the Johnson City Art Walk, held 
on the last Saturday of every month except December, and all 
within a three block radius. “The art walk does help business. 
Visitors meet with our art-
ists, and it’s a social event 
for area residents who are 
looking for art.” Check out 
the excellent art walk video 
on www.texcetera.net.

Artist Stan Allen, owner 
of Bent Tree Gallery in 
Wimberley, recalls the 
humble beginnings of the 

LINDA CHALBERG, 
CARRIAGE HOUSE GALLERY, 

BOERNE

Art walks have been a part of the small town landscape for 

a while, and seem to get more popular from year to year. 

As galleries and artists discover their potential for exposure, 

art lovers discover an ideal way to sample a wealth of 

fine art and fine craft in a single laid-back experience. 

ARTISANS-A TEXAS GALLERY, FREDERICKSBURG
JENI HOEKSEMA, 

TEXCETERA, JOHNSON CITY
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BOERNE
Second Saturday Art Beat is 

the new name of the longtime 
Second Saturday Art and Wine 
Walk, according to Elizabeth 
Castle, partner artist at Carriage 
House Gallery of Artists, one of 
two participating Art Beat stops 
along with Gallery 195. Both are 
at the corner of Main Street and 
Rosewood, and Castle hopes that 
more galleries will participate 
as the rebranding effort grows. 
Complimentary wine, hors 

d’oeuvres and live music, 4:00-8:00pm. For more informa-
tion: www.carriagehousegallerytx.com/second-saturday-art-
beat, 830-248-1184.

FREDERICKSBURG 
First Friday Art Walk features about 10 to 12 galleries, 

many of them housed in renovated historic buildings and 
six of those in a two-block downtown radius. Some galler-
ies host artist visits and demonstrations throughout the 
weekend. Look for participating galleries flying the Art Walk 
Flag. Special events and complimentary local refreshments, 
5-8pm. For more information: First Friday Art Walk Freder-
icksburg on Facebook. 

JOHNSON CITY 
The Johnson City Art 

Walk is the last Saturday 
of every month except 
December. Enjoy the cel-
ebration of art and art-
ists at eight diverse par-
ticipating galleries within 
easy walking distance 
in beautiful downtown 
Johnson City. Special 

events and complimentary refreshments, 4:00-8:00pm. For 
more information: www.artjc.org includes links to the eight gal-
leries, 830.868.7684 and Facebook @JohnsonCityTexas.

SAN MARCOS 
The original Downtown Gallery Night has evolved into 

Third Thursday Downtown Walkabout, where art galleries 
share the spotlight with a variety of downtown merchants 
to celebrate the local creative community with special offers 
and live entertainment, 6:00-9:00pm. San Marcos also offers 
two DIY self-guided tours of public art: The Mermaid March 
public art project, and San Marcos Mural Arts program. 

Maps and brochures can be downloaded and are 
available at the San Marcos Tourist Informa-
tion Center. For more information: www.tour-
sanmarcos.com, 512.393.5930 and Facebook 
@TourSanMarcos. 

WIMBERLEY 
The Second Saturday Gallery Trail connects up 

to ten participating galleries in and around Wim-
berley featuring a range of fine art from local and 
national artists. Complimentary wine, light bites 
and live music, 4:00-7:00pm. Trail maps can be 
picked up at any of the participating galleries. 
For more information: www.gallerytrail.com and 
Facebook @SecondSaturdayGalleryTrail. u

Along with the wildflowers, 

Hill Country art walks are 

in full bloom. But these 

artistic treasures last year-round.

Wimberley Second Sat-
urday Gallery Trail. “In 
2008 we put up a sign at 
the Wimberley Café that 
said our gallery would have 
wine and goodies and mu-
sic. We’ve been doing it 

ever since.” The Gallery Trail itself, he says, “has been going 
on for about five years.” The event really took off when the 
Wimberley Valley Arts and Cultural Alliance (WVACA) got in-
volved and organized it into what it is today. Art and artists 
abound in these parts: The Wimberley Valley Art League has 
200 members. “We are definitely an arts destination,” says 
Allen. “San Antonio and Houston are our two best markets.”

BECKY ROGERS, 
TEXCETERA, JOHNSON CITY

E. “LIBBY” CASTLE, 
CARRIAGE HOUSE GALLERY, BOERNE

SUSAN KIRCHMAN, 
KIRCHMAN GALLERY, JOHNSON CITY

JACK KRIETZBURG, 
BENT TREE GALLERY, WIMBERLEY
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trends | virtual design

MSI’s popular web-based Virtual Kitchen Designer tool is 
now available for the iPhone and iPad and they have recently 
launched the Bathroom Visualizer, Countertops Visualizer 
and Stacked Stone Visualizer for an even greater number of 
design options.

And the process couldn’t be easier — or more fun! Samples 
can be accessed through their website, but for a greater num-
ber of material selections, visit their extensive showroom and 
experiment all day. Here’s how it works: All of the samples in 
the showroom will be labeled with a QR code. Homeowners 
can simply wave their camera phone on the QR code and the 
product information will appear on their phone. From there, 
access the Visualizer Tools. “I would highly recommend that 

Technology can be a wonderful thing — especially when 
picking materials for a home remodel or new construction. 
Now, homeowners or builders can combine photos of their ex-
isting home with photos of tiles, natural stone and more, and 
the result is a computer-generated composite view of their liv-
ing space. This technology is totally re-envisioning how cus-
tomers select natural stone and tile for their interior and exte-
rior design projects as it allows them to better imagine what 
the materials and colors chosen will look like together.

Available through MSI, Sales Director Greg Vannostran bases 
their Visualizer Tools’ success on his clients’ positive feedback, 
“Yes, this is a very impressive tool. It really gives the customer a 
clear vision of inspiration for the finished product.” 

V I S U A L I Z E
 TH I S !

Wouldn’t it be great to see how the new flooring you’re selecting will 

look exactly in your existing kitchen? Well, now it’s possible.

Featured Advertiser Editorial
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customers come in with a picture of their home saved on their 
smart phone,” advises Vannostran.

For individual projects, there are flooring samples and coun-
tertop products to choose from, and dozens of stacked stone 
styles for interior and exterior walls. Whole room renovations 
really benefit from the Virtual Kitchen Designer which provides 
thousands of design combinations including cabinet colors, 
backsplashes, countertops and flooring, and the Bathroom 
Visualizer offers the same options plus shower surrounds. 

Ask your designer, architect or builder if they have these ca-
pabilities. MSI extends this technology to their trade partners 
who can link to their company websites.

Visualizer Tools are perfect when making modifications 

to a current space, whether it’s a complete remodel or just 
a freshening up. So, before everything is set in stone — liter-
ally — now it’s possible to get a glimpse of what your project 
is destined to be.

MSI does not sell to the public but everyone is welcome to 
browse the selections for their designer, architect or builder 
to purchase. Their newest location in Austin, opening in early 
June, will service the San Antonio market as well. Boasting 
over 70,000 square feet, of which 15,000 square feet is dedi-
cated showroom space, design possibilities are endless. u

MSI 
512-520-7130  |  www.msisurfaces.com

MSI ATLANTA SHOWROOM
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Featured Advertiser Editorial

Photography courtesy of Texas Sun and Shade

the elements. Physical health and safety are 
also major concerns for modern families. 
“People desire home protection devices to 
make them feel private, safe and secure. Our 
exterior shading solutions can add a layer of 
protection not just for the occupants, but for 
the furnishings and fixtures, too. These sys-
tems offer UV and heat defense, and wind/
rain barriers help preserve outdoor designed 
spaces,” says Wiebrand. 

Like homeowners, restauranteurs seek 
comfortable, protected outdoor spaces al-

lowing their guests year-round use of their patios. Losing the 
ability to serve patrons due to inclement weather conditions 
can be harmful to their profitability. Sam Helman Mass of Aus-
tin’s hottest spot, Suerte, knows firsthand, and called on Texas 
Sun & Shade for a solution. With automated interior shades to 
filter the sun and exterior drop downs that surround the patio 
with clear windows, Mass says, “The interior shades are great 
for the summer as the sun goes down, and in the winter the ex-
terior shades make the heat from the patio heaters much more 
effective.” Countless positive comments from customers are 
proof of the effectiveness but Mass adds, “My architect says 
the exterior drop downs are the best he’s ever seen!”

Retractable shade systems can be totally custom designed, 
adapting to built environments by being attached to existing 
buildings, like at Suerte, and structures such as patios, pergo-
las and arbors. Thanks to motorization, use of these systems 
is incredibly easy. Wiebrand explains, “The technology can 
be integrated into most popular automation systems and can 
come with sensors to be automated on their own for maxi-
mum protection. The added expense of motorized systems is 
usually immediately realized when people maximize energy 
efficiency and are able enjoy their spaces freely.”

 So even during extreme Central Texas weather, modern 
shade systems allow for multi-seasonal outdoor living acces-
sibility and enjoyment. u

TEXAS SUN & SHADE 
512-402-0990  |  www.txsunandshade.com

Outdoor living is simply part of our social culture and as a re-
sult, today’s homeowners are expanding their living spaces with 
floorplans that flow seamlessly from the interior to the exterior, 
and design trends that are more inclusive of poolscapes, scenic 
views and beautiful surroundings. Unfortunately, the effects of 
extreme heat or high winds often cause outdoor spaces to be 
unusable. “Most requests for exterior shade systems are de-
rived from problems due to aggressive Texas weather, and mos-
quitos are a common pest in which people also seek reprieve,” 
says Lindsay Wiebrand, Marketing Coordinator for Texas Sun 
& Shade in Austin. “Exterior retractable shading systems can 
provide comfortable, protected outdoor living areas at the touch 
of a button. From insect control, sun and weather protection, to 
security and privacy, exterior systems are a versatile solution 
and can be easily automated for total home functionality.”

Motorized retractable shade systems provide homeowners 
the ultimate flexibility to decide exactly when they want a layer 
of privacy or protection, but it’s not just about protection from 

style | shade systems

  The Lure of  
OUTDOOR
LIVING
Central Texas offers residents so many advantages for 

outdoor living and entertaining. But let’s face it — 

consistent weather is not one of them. And that’s okay, 

because when Texas summers become brutally hot or the 

rain that we needed all summer pours down throughout 

winter, we’re covered. Literally.
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Featured Advertiser Editorialmarket | tile
THREE DIMENSIONS

The energetic patterns of 
sculptural tiles make stun-
ningly contemporary accent 
walls and are equally as 
striking on a smaller scale 
such as backsplashes, en-
tries or powder rooms. Ab-
stract and geometric shapes 
in 2- and 3-D monochromat-
ic reliefs of varying degrees 
add interest and depth to 
walls as light refracts, creat-
ing interesting visual move-
ment. Finishes range from 
matte to gloss for even more 
shadow and light variations, 
and their large format feels 
like a full panel installation. 
Whether placed in a consis-
tent pattern or mixed ran-
domly, sculptural tiles evoke 
a clean, modern presence.

GEOMETRY RULES
The extravagant move-

ment and iconic shapes of 
geometric tile aren’t just an 
addition to a design – they 
ARE the design. Bold-col-
ored, geometric designs in-
clude squares, rectangles, 
triangles, polygons, hexa-
gons, diamonds, pyramids 
and more, and shapes like 
hexagons, diamonds and 
rhombuses stand out com-
pared to standard rectangu-
lar formats. Go big as an ar-
chitectural feature or keep it 
small and subtle if you’re not 
committed to the full effect.

FRENCH REVOLUTION
As part of The Tile Shop’s Art Series, and inspired by French 

en plein air Impressionist to Post-Impressionist painters, this 
collection of 9” x 9” porcelain, patterned tiles are graphic in 
design with colors representative of late 1860’s French land-
scape palettes. Combined, the prints become walls – or floors 
— of art. Created to resemble a bold and colorful encaustic 
tile, the tiles can reflect a modern aesthetic or the weathered, 
Old World feeling of a European countryside retreat. 

  The Embellished 
SURFACE

Around 4000BC, ancient Egyptians began implementing 

decorative tiles in their architecture and exterior pathways. 

Their popularity caught on, spreading throughout the Middle 

East and then Europe where every 13th and 14th century 

European church was covered in colorful tiles. By the 16th 

century, craftsmen in Spain were creating tiles that still exist 

today, and during the 19th century, the British tile industry 

flourished with the invention of mass-produced tiles. At the 

turn of the century, sanitation became the factor that drove 

the installation of glazed ceramic tiles on walls and floors in 

many homes and nearly every public building.

Today, the concept of tile as art has come full circle and 

The Tile Shop is at the forefront with innovative designs and 

unique applications.

Photography courtesy of The Tile Shop
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ELEVATED ART
Realistic splatters in un-

predictable patterns, as only 
hand-painted splattering can 
achieve, add an artistic and 
playful effect but are pre-
sented in a most glamorous 
way. Five neutral yet clas-
sic background colors have 
splatter designs in metallic 
gold or silver, and then the 
11” x11” ceramic tiles are fin-
ished with a glass shield for 
an especially dashing look. 
Plus, there are nine splatter-
patterned faces in each color 
application that can be mixed 
and matched for large and 
imaginative combinations.

VERTICAL GARDENS
Based on pieces of artwork, fabric and historic prints, each 

piece of large format glass tile is a work of art on its own, com-
bining both fashion and function. Oversized 24” x 30” pieces 
of tempered glass are used to create statement backsplashes, 
shower walls, stove alcoves or wherever a singular – and 
beautiful — focal point is desired. Botanical prints in varying 
shades of subtle grey on white or soft, colorful watercolors 
look like contemporary vertical gardens, and a variety of de-
signs will suit any interior style.

THE REAL DEAL
The warmth and style that natural wood lends a space used 

to be incomparable until the advent of realistic wood-look tiles. 
However, there is an authenticity to real wood that is unde-
niably warm and unique. Available in intricate, carved shapes 
that allow for any number of original and contemporary pat-
terns and designs, or reclaimed wood that is crafted from the 

wooden hulls of antique 
ships long retired, ev-
ery installation is one-
of-a-kind. While they 
are obviously not ideal 
for wet spaces, they do 
work beautifully on fea-
ture walls, commercial 
spaces, bars and kitchen 
islands to add textural, 
architectural accents. 
Ceilings are also perfect 
places to feature wood 
tiles. Even better — the 
installation process couldn’t be easier: simply peel and stick!

TIME WELL SPENT
Multifired tile is a 

technological advance-
ment that allows for 
the creation of metallic 
detailing, intricate pat-
terns, tactile surfaces 
and other unique fea-
tures. Simply put, mul-
tifired tiles have been 
fired in a kiln three or 
more times while a stan-
dard tile is generally 
fired once or twice. But 
it’s not quite that sim-
ple… After the first firing, which defines the body or bisque of 
the tile, the second firing establishes the base color. The glaz-
es that are applied before the third or fourth firings are often 
digitally printed onto the tile into intricate patterns. This type 
of glaze holds its shape more than others resulting in a 3-D ef-
fect, and all multifired tiles have some element of dimension 
and texture due to this glazing process. After a last firing and 
cooling, the tiles are finally complete works of art. It’s easy to 
see how this added time and attention required increases the 
value of the tiles. u

With showrooms throughout Austin and San Antonio, let the 
experts at The Tile Shop help to create your own piece of art. 

THE TILE SHOP 
www.tileshop.com 
Austin – South: 5033 Hwy 290 W Service Road | 512-420-4146
Austin Gateway: 9503 Research Blvd | 512-420-4152
Round Rock: 2800 S Interstate 35 | 737-209-5204
San Antonio – East: 12235 San Pedro Ave | 210-998-5212
San Antonio – West: 5219 De Zavala Road | 210-201-8891
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Just as Rome wasn’t built in a day, nor was this 
Great Room completed overnight. This room took 
time! Jokingly, the client once said, “You’ll never be 
finished with us.” But what time did allow was the op-
portunity to fully understand the client’s tastes, iden-
tify the important criteria of this space and discover 
unique accessories along the way. Designed primarily 
for family living and entertaining, this room opens to 
the kitchen on the east end, with the pool and patio 
toward the back and courtyard toward the front. En-
gaging the client’s hands-on approach to selections, 
visits to Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams and Gabby/
Summer Classics were key to selecting comfortable 
upholstery. With doors that open wide to connect the 
back patio to the Great Room, the Gabby chairs also 
swivel to engage the pool area, integrating outdoor 
and indoor living. Beautiful Thayer Coggin chairs 
back to the entry so the brass detailing can be seen 
as you enter the room. The Kennedy sofa from Mitch-
ell Gold + Bob Williams anchors the room and faces 
the fireplace with the TV above, centralizing the fo-
cal point. The custom hutch-style cabinet to the side 
displays family photos, and a collection of antique 
books and accessories. Both the dining chairs and 
breakfast room seating are upholstered with Crypton 
fabrics for day-to-day use and the open floor plan al-
lows for seamless entertaining. The commissioned 
art piece, found in the hall, repeats the colors of the 
Great Room which is bright, beautiful and filled with 
natural light. All in all, this space is a true reflection 
of the homeowners’ warm and inviting personalities. 

AMY 
Slaughter,
Slaughter Design Studio

profile | design board

www.mgbwhome.com

www.palecek.com

www.gabbyhome.com

www.restorationhardware.com

www.shop.squarefeathers.com

www.mgbwhome.com
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By Mauri Elbel
Photography by Casey Dunn

Modern renovations of time-weathered homes have a 

tendency of erasing everything that existed before. 

Sometimes it’s easier, not to mention less expensive, to 

completely start over in order to achieve the 

clean-lined, uncluttered look that’s desired. 

But the house, tucked in Austin’s 

Tarrytown neighborhood, is not one of them. 

Timeless
Treasures
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single-story home with a limestone façade, low-pitched roof, 
big shutters and small windows. 

“It was about as standard of a Texas ranch house as you can 
get,” says Specht.

The main challenge of the renovation and expansion, says 
Specht, was transforming the original house into a modern 
design that was open, bright and inviting without completely 
obliterating all traces of what had existed before. 

“Part of our philosophy is that elements of the history of 
a place be retained and incorporated into any new design,” 
he says. “There are characteristics of almost any design, re-
gardless of how banal, that embody memories and a sense of 
neighborhood. We feel that preserving these adds depth to any 
new intervention.”

In order to do this, the limestone perimeter wall was largely 
maintained, using it as a heavy plinth on which a new second 
level was added, explains Specht. The original limestone was 
removed, cleaned and reused on the exterior and incorporated 
in various areas of the interior in an effort to tie the inside to 
the outside. While the decision to keep the limestone wasn’t 
the most cost-effective one, Specht says Tarrytown neighbors 

ne of the things we try to do when we 
renovate a house is to preserve traces of 
what was there before, especially when 
dealing with a style that had such a large 
presence in Austin for a long time,” says 
Scott Specht, the award-winning Austin 

architect tapped for the renovation and major expansion of 
this 1950s suburban ranch house.

The clients, devout modern architecture fans and collectors 
of mid-century furniture, purchased the original home sitting 
on a rare triple lot in Tarrytown with a goal of modifying it to 
fit the needs of their family of three. Drawn to Specht’s mod-
ernist architectural style and timeless, minimal designs evi-
dent in projects ranging from residences located throughout 
the country to lauded local works including The Carpenter Ho-
tel, which landed a spot on Travel + Leisure’s 2019 “Best New 
Hotels in the World” list, the couple hired the award-winning 
architect for the job.  

The 1955 Tarrytown ranch house designed by PageSouth-
erlandPage (now Page) was very typical for its time and place, 
says Specht, who describes the existing house as a sprawling, 

O“
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have commented that they appreciate seeing evi-
dence of the house that was there before.  

Specht says the project presented some inter-
esting questions of preservation verses change 
and a compelling story of dealing with a chal-
lenging — and ultimately rewarding — site. 
Because the house sits on a site that straddles 
a fault line in the limestone base strata below, 
water continuously flows up through this fault 
and flows out onto the property.

“The project was a challenge in terms of geol-
ogy,” says Specht of the original house featuring 
a foundation with extremely deep concrete piers 
— sunk 90 feet below in order to reach stable 
strata far below the surface. 

Because building new piers was cost-prohib-
itive, the footprint of the house couldn’t be ex-
panded. Instead, the design cantilevered the new 
second level out from the existing structure –– a 
strategy that not only allowed the project to re-
main within budget, but also gave it a distinctive 
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dynamic expression and expanded the original 5,140-square-
foot home to 7,530 square feet.  

“That drove our decision to leave the first floor perimeter as 
it was and add a whole new second floor,” says Specht. 

The different materials and profiles of the first and second 
floors emphasize the house’s horizontality and create another 
kind of stratum that is visual and expressive. The upper level 
addition is comprised of stucco with accents of shou-sugi-ban, 
a dark wood burned through a Japanese process that pro-
duces a charred surface requiring very little maintenance. A 
continuous wall of frameless glass windows floods the second 
floor with light throughout the day which funnels downstairs 
through the center of the home that was opened up to create 
double-height spaces. 

Inside the house, the soaring entry hall features stairs that 
lead up to the second-level main living space. Upstairs, the wall 
of windows becomes a perch to soak in the dramatic views and 
peer over the treetops of Tarrytown. Large overhangs provide 
shade at all times of the day, and the surrounding cladding of 

charred cypress prevents glare while adding a textural 
counterpoint. At night, the home’s second level serves 
as a lantern of sorts which Specht says adds to the 
streetscape and activates the corner property while 
maintaining a sense of privacy for the homeowners. 

While the original floor kept its same footprint, 
Specht opened up the layout to create open commu-
nal dining, living and kitchen spaces. The sprawl-
ing kitchen, spacious enough to accommodate two 
separate islands, features countertop-height serv-
ing windows that open out onto a pool terrace and 
entertaining area, as well as unique built-in storage 
and display elements. Rather than building a flat 
ceiling over the expansive kitchen, which can result 
in a monotonous look, the design wraps each of the 
joists supporting the second story above to create 
texture and life in an otherwise simple space. On 
the opposite end of the home’s lower level are two 
guest suites as well as an office which remain true 
to the original layout.  

There’s a simple material palette throughout the 
home — oak flooring, porcelain tile, custom cabine-
try created from rift sawn oak — and elements from 
the exterior such as limestone and shou-sugi-ban are 
thoughtfully incorporated in various interior spaces 
to connect the outside and inside. The homeowner, 
an avid collector of mid-century and vintage furni-
ture, impeccably outfitted every space inside the 
home — Specht even designed a closet into the house 
large enough to store chairs and furniture pieces so 
they can easily be swapped out from time to time.

The landscaping features low-maintenance plant-
ings and native Mexican grass, creating the perfect 

foreground to the home, especially when the wind sways the 
long and wispy grasses back and forth. A large oak tree presides 
over the front of the property and in the backyard, a cluster of 
oaks creates natural privacy. Specht says the back yard was de-
signed to read as an outdoor room, connected to and extending 
from the kitchen with the long and narrow pool, which parallels 
the length of the home, serving as a beautiful backdrop.

The end result of the two-story modern composition is a new 
home that is clearly of its time, but also respects and reflects 
the time and place in which the original house was created.

“We tried to keep things as simple as possible,” says Specht. 
“This was about keeping traces of what was there before to 
create a clean, elegant timelessness.” u

SPECHT ARCHITECTS
512-382-7938  |  www.spechtarchitects.com

SPENCER CONSTRUCTION
512-789-4285  |  www.spencerconstructionmanagement.com
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AWARD-WINNING 
INTERIOR DESIGN

custom homes • lofts
spec homes • commercial

512.443.3200 
www.bellavillads.com 

Stephanie J. Villavicencio, ASID
Texas Registered Interior Designer 

Original Art Glass | Custom Lighting | Fine Decor | Gifts
calientehotglass.com   |   210.504.9244 



For custom home veterans, a Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired build was just what they had in mind. 

By their third custom home, this Bexar County couple was more than ready to make their 

long-time vision a reality, turning to architect Brantley Hightower, founding partner at HiWorks, 

and Kevin FitzGerald of Mattern and FitzGerald Custom Builders.

By Lauren Jones   Photography by Matthew Niemann

PRAIRIE DREAMS, 
Hilltop Views
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inspiration from the second-floor living room of the Robie 
House,” Hightower says. “Additionally, the overall plan of the 
house, where its various arms pinwheel out from a central 
core, can be seen in a number of Wright houses like Wing-
spread near Racine, Wisconsin, and the low-sloping, overhang-
ing roof that appears to float over two-tone stucco walls was 
inspired by the Willits House in Chicago’s Highland Park.”

Furthermore, the team played with the interior spaces and 
kept the ceiling low in the entryway to make the main living 
area seem that much larger. The kitchen is another showstop-
per in the house, featuring a beamed ceiling, sleek slab coun-
tertops and wooden cabinetry which matches the rest of the 
wood trim used throughout the house. 

The 3,600-square-foot, two-bedroom, three-and-a-half-
bathroom home was just as much a collaboration between 
the homeowners, Hightower and FitzGerald as it was paying 
respect to one of the most “studied and timeless American 
architects of the past century,” FitzGerald says. And because 
the clients had a clear vision in mind, it made the entire 
process from designing the original schematics to develop-
ing the set of drawings for the contractor, which Hightower 
completed alongside his associate, Betsy Johnson, to com-
pleting the build that much smoother.

“So often I meet with clients who are as interested in design-
ing a house that will resell as they are in designing a house that 
actually fits and addresses their needs,” Hightower says. “One 
of the things I really appreciated about working with this partic-
ular client is that they were very clear about what they wanted.”

In addition to building a house that would resemble one of 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s, it was very important for the homeown-
ers to choose a design that would celebrate the 360-degree 
views, the reason they purchased the lot to begin with. The 
home, which sits between a hill to the south, a valley to the 
north and neighboring houses to the west, feels open and airy, 
but still offers a sense of privacy. Upon walking up the driveway, 
the home’s grand scale nearly blocks the views from site, but 
once guests step inside, the panoramic countryside reveals it-
self — one of the details Hightower loves most about the home.

Once it was time to start building, FitzGerald and his team 
of contractors were able to complete the house on the hill in 
just 12 months, from the time permits were approved to the 
final stone was laid.

Now, the attention-grabbing home is equal parts an archi-
tectural gem as it is a serene country home. And due to the 
hard work of both Hightower and FitzGerald, the couple’s 
Frank Lloyd Wright dreams are have now come to life. u

ARCHITECT   HiWorks
210-364-8139  |  www.hi.works

BUILDER   Mattern & FitzGerald Custom Builders
210-764-7373  |  www.matternandfitzgerald.com

he homeowners had a combined appre-
ciation for contemporary design and ar-
chitecture greats such as Wright and his 

apprentice, Fay Jones, but weren’t finding 
anything they loved in the San Antonio mar-
ket. Builder Kevin FitzGerald, who worked 

with the couple with the goal of “recreating the look and feel 
of a Frank Lloyd Wright home with modern amenities” knew 
the perfect architect for the job. 

“At M&F we don’t have an in-house architect,” FitzGerald 
says. “The primary reason is because we feel certain archi-
tects do certain styles well. Upon learning that the clients 
wanted to draw inspiration from Frank Lloyd Wright’s Robie 
House in Chicago, I immediately thought of Brantley Hight-
ower with HiWorks because of his attention to detail and af-
finity for this type of work.”

Hightower, who is a fan of Wright’s work himself, was able 
to visit many of the architect’s buildings while living and work-
ing in Chicago, even giving tours of the iconic Robie House. 
Upon the third or fourth meeting with the clients, he printed 
a 3D-version of the Robie House to use for inspiration, a detail 
FitzGerald says, “gave them the ability to discuss and design 
details for each room that most likely would’ve been missed if 
we were just going by the plans.”

“How we treated the ceiling in the living room draws some 

T
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SAVING THE TREE
By Dan R. Goddard   Photography by Brian Mihealsick
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Architect J.C. Schmeil of Merzbau Design Collective liked the Bouldin Creek location just off South Congress Avenue where a duplex had once 

sat on a corner lot dominated by an old, leaning live oak with a gigantic trunk and sprawling canopy. But he thought it would be a tricky project. 

The original client had already worked with two architects by the time SchmeiI came on board, and her initial plan for the property had been to 

design and build a modern bed and breakfast until the neighborhood group opposed it.

Instead, Schmeil focused on designing a main house and a separate “Accessory Dwelling Unit” (ADU) that could be rented out 

on a short-term basis, although he still had to contend with significant design constraints on the property — 

especially how to accommodate the big, old live oak smack in the middle of the lot. 
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Avenue; a translucent white polycarbonate site fence provides 
privacy for the pool and patio. White stucco contrasts with 
wood-clad niches that reveal entrances to the house, and win-
dows frame views of the trees and manicured landscape. In 
a neighborhood like Bouldin Creek, where there’s an estab-
lished tree canopy, Schmeil likes to take advantage of the “bor-
rowed landscape” when it comes to window placement.

“In the bedrooms and bathrooms, we placed windows high 
on the wall to ensure privacy, but allow views of the sky and 
the neighborhood treetops,” Schmeil says.  “The media room 
has a large window that looks directly out onto the tree be-
tween the main house and back house. Where rooms look into 
the courtyard between the two houses, we really opened up 
the walls with large expanses of glass, in order to showcase 
the green curtain and the live oak.”

“The main house and the back house (ADU) have very dif-

ith the duplex demolished, Sch-
meil had to figure out how to use 

the original foundation. “The du-
plex’s foundation was very close to 

the tree — much closer than current 
development code allows,” Schmeil 

says. “But we were able to use the existing foundation, adding 
onto it in areas, for the new main house.” The L-shaped de-
sign and placement of the back house accommodates the live 
oak’s Critical Root Zone, or Root Protection Zone, defined by 
the tree’s dripline, by cantilevering a portion of the slab. “We 
also jogged a wall of the main house — and the roof above — to 
skirt the massive trunk of the tree,” Schmeil says. 

The two buildings now share the corner lot under the shade 
of the giant live oak. Built for entertaining, the low-slung main 
house extends its outdoor living space toward South Congress 

W
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ferent personalities,” Schmeil says. “The main house looks 
toward the action on South Congress, just a block away. It’s 
much more open and really embraces its potential for enter-
taining. We also designed the house to accommodate a future 
pool. The back house has a different feel — much more private 
and introverted. It’s used as a space for guests, and we wanted 
it to feel like a European boutique hotel, but it also can be a 
self-contained, full-time residence.”

The inward-looking back house, separated from its sibling 
by a jasmine-cloaked fence, exhibits a formal quality in its ga-
bled metal roof. An open kitchen/dining/living area and mas-
ter suite comprise the main floor. Upstairs, a European-style 
guest suite nestles beneath the pitched roof, with views of the 
urban forest and access to a sunny roof deck.

“We were aiming for an understated quality, so that the 
landscape could really be a feature of the design,” says Sch-

meil of the material palette, with white stucco, grey metal 
roofing and warm wood accents shared by both houses. 

“The houses are also pretty ‘green’ in terms of technology 
and performance, but most of that is hidden,” Schmeil adds. 
“They both have ducted mini-split air conditioning, tankless 
water heaters, high performance windows, foam insulation 
and metal roofing.”

Miars Construction completed the project to specification 
on a relatively tight budget. But shortly after completion of the 
project, the first client got an “offer she couldn’t refuse” and 
the current owner, Kenny Tomlin, purchased the property.

Tomlin had the pool installed after he moved in and enlisted 
Design Ecology/Design Aquatics for landscaping, completing 
the vision. “The pool is three feet from the back sliding door 
with a fire feature stretching across the entire backside of the 
pool,” Tomlin says. “More than functional, the pool is an ar-
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tistic extension of the internal living space.” The north wall 
of the living room, facing the pool and South Congress, has 
an 18-foot-wide, multi-sliding glass door that opens the living 
space up to the pool and patio. And, of course, there’s the tree. 
“The oak tree is estimated to be 250 years old and provides 
an incredible canopy to the property,” Tomlin says. “The oak 
provides shade over the outdoor kitchen and also is home for 
a number of friendly squirrels.”

The architecture is a clean, modern design and the land-
scaping adds color and softness to the property. Tomlin says, 
“The goal was an urban oasis. A mile from the middle of down-
town, but it feels more remote.” u

ARCHITECT   Merzbau Design Collective
512-636-5900  |  www.merzbau.com

BUILDER   Miars Construction
512-284-9722  |  www.miarsconstruction.com

LANDSCAPE & POOL   Design Ecology/Design Aquatics
512-914-0388  |  www.designecologyaustin.com
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By Dan R. Goddard   Photography by Tre Dunham

The magnificent oak tree occupied most of a property in a small, 

gated community in Wimberley. Beautiful, yes, but the trunk, branches 

and canopy were so massive and sprawling, the possibility of building a house 

around the tree posed a dilemma for the homeowners and architect Neel Morton. 

The lot was big enough for the oak, or a house, but not both.

    THE 
LIVE OAK 

HERITAGE
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he homeowners were two executives who 
had been living and working out of Hous-
ton. Tired of the bustling city, they sought 

a quiet Hill Country retreat. They wanted a 
relaxing, nurturing environment with a clear 
connection to the surrounding landscape, 

which the heritage live oak obviously could provide.
“They could have lived anywhere,” Morton says. “But 

they chose the Hill Country and Wimberley in particular be-
cause of its size, relaxed pace and proximity to Austin and 
San Antonio. They chose to live in this small community to 
be more engaged, yet they still wanted the feel of being on 
a larger property.”

However, the giant oak tree made the lot unbuildable with-
out removing the tree. So, the homeowners opted for a simple, 
albeit costly, solution. They bought the adjacent lot to provide 
enough room to build while saving the tree.

“The easy, much less expensive thing would have been to 
cut the tree down and build the house on a single lot,” Mor-
ton says. “Their commitment to saving the tree won me over 
immediately; I knew these were the kind of people we want 
to work with. We were able to generate a design that is very 
responsive to the tree, making its presence an integral part of 
the interior as well as the exterior of the house.”

T Careful consideration was given to the orientation and lay-
out of the 3,280-square-foot home to work around the exist-
ing oak tree and allow for ample daylight and unobstructed 
views without sacrificing efficiency or comfort. The large 
oak, occupying the higher end of site, led to challenges in 
providing proper drainage without disturbing the tree. As a 
solution, a portion of the home was buried below grade and 
waterproofed ICF (insulating concrete forms) were used to 
create a retaining wall, maintaining the natural look of the 
oak tree courtyard.

Despite the site’s special problems, Morton says Grady Bur-
nette Builders were up to the challenge.

“Grady was the perfect choice for a project like this,” Mor-
ton says. “Grady grew up in the Wimberley area and under-
stands what makes this area so desirable. He also prefers 
building architect-designed projects.”

The home’s ideal east-west axis permits large spans of glaz-
ing on the north and south facades without sacrificing unnec-
essary heat gain. The resultant energy-efficient home is clad 
in low maintenance materials that continue into the interior, 
acting in concert with large windows and a stacking glass door 
system to extend outdoor living. Overhangs and orientation 
passively protect the interior from the Texas sun while allow-
ing indirect light to naturally light the home during the day.
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Sustainable design was important to both the homeown-
ers and the architect. On the exterior, stone, stucco, fiber 
cement panels and yellow cedar siding were selected for du-
rability and low maintenance. LED lighting, low-flow plumb-
ing fixtures, on-demand water heaters and energy-efficient 
appliances were used. Low-E glazing with thermally broken 
frames complement the high R-value of the spray foam insula-
tion used in the wall and roof assemblies. 

“As architects, we believe we have the social responsibility 
of demonstrating the use of sustainable materials and strate-
gies,” Morton says. “By doing so, we help create holistically 

healthy environments that also result in energy and resource 
conservation. Our clients shared these views, supporting this 
effort at every opportunity.”

Operable windows were specified for ventilation, and pol-
ished concrete floors were selected for their durability. A 
standing seam metal roof with metal fascia and a rain catch-
ment system provides irrigation to the minimal landscap-
ing, and drought-tolerant and deer-resistant species of native 
plants and grasses were selected to bring the landscape back 
to near natural conditions.

But protecting privacy while opening up the house to the 
natural surroundings presented significant challenges for a 
property located in a small subdivision. “Although surrounded 
by nearby neighbors, windows were carefully located to en-
hance the Hill Country feel and create a sense of privacy while 
maximizing daylighting and views,” Morton says. “A prime 
example of this is a living room corner window that was care-
fully sized and located to provide a pristine view to a distant 
hill and ridge while screening existing homes on the hillside.”

To the south, the large oak fills the landscape. To the 
north, a wooded area and hillside vista place the viewer deep 
in the Hill Country. The home embodies all that is desired 
from the Hill Country — beautiful views, warm sunlight and 
serene surroundings. u

ARCHITECT  Office of Architecture, Neel Morton
512-847-7600  |  www.ooarch.com

BUILDER Grady Burnette Builders
512-847-9040  |  www.burnettebuilders.com
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design | jaimie anand

By Julie Catalano   Photography by Rimple Bhakta

As longtime owners of hotel properties, a busy couple enjoyed living in apartments 

or suites on site while dreaming of a “real” home together. When the time came to build in 

New Braunfels, designer Jaimie Anand knew exactly what to do for the stylish pair.  

                      LUXE 

Life
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found the ideal sectional at Macy’s® in a soft neutral leather, 
with three recliners and a chaise to boot. 

Two ultra-modern custom armchairs by Mitchell Gold + 
Bob Williams sit atop an area rug by Loloi. Seeing them from 
the front is the best way to appreciate their innovative design 
(“They’re surprisingly comfortable,” says Anand). The paint-
ing next to the built-in entertainment center, entitled “Adven-
tures in the Motherland,” is from High Fashion Home show-
room in Houston. 

In place of the predictable square in front of the sectional, a 
gorgeous multi-level table in Italian marble, glass and chrome 
by Catalina is a work of art itself, selected by the wife who saw 
it and simply said, “I want that table.” Anand admits it was quite 
the investment piece. Nearby, the breakfast area features cus-
tom chairs in beautiful baby blue fabric by Jonathan Louis. 

The formal dining room is a jewel box of a setting, highlight-
ed by a brilliant chandelier from Lamps Plus®, where Anand 
sourced the majority of the home’s light fixtures. Custom 
chairs are from Nathan Anthony Furniture®, atop a geometric 
patterned rug from Crate + Barrel. 

“Introspection” is the title of the oil painting in the alcove, 
set against silver metallic accent wallpaper from MDC Wall-

he owners had made a lot of good decisions 
before hiring me,” says Anand, owner of 

Jaimie Anand Interiors in Austin. But the wife 
wanted more, including an expert designer to 
make it happen. “She was open to new styles 
and designs; very open and easy to work with.”

So was the house — a 6,800-square-foot, two-story, five-
bedroom, four-and-a-half-bath Spanish Mediterranean beauty 
with an interior that features classic architectural details, 
from recessed ceilings to built-ins, cutout windows, alcoves, 
niches and rounded archways in deft juxtaposition with 
Anand’s transitional décor punctuated by the couple’s intrigu-
ing abstract art collection throughout the home. 

The homeowners love to cook and entertain, so the heart 
of the home centers around the family room, breakfast area, 
formal dining room and the main kitchen of a trio of kitchens 
(one on the patio and one in the garage). 

A must-have for the bright and inviting family room — off 
the sleek kitchen with polished granite countertop and huge 
pantry — was a sectional with more than two recliners (adult 
sons visit the couple regularly). Waiting months for a custom 
piece was out of the question. As luck would have it, they 

T“
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coverings in Dallas. Wall paint here and throughout the house 
is Sherwin-Williams® Accessible Beige. Elegant travertine tile 
graces most of the first floor. 

Anand’s expert use of mixed metallics is evident throughout 
the home, starting with the bedroom. “The wallpaper is one of 
the first things we did before they moved in,” she says of the 
iridescent selection from Candace Olson Wallpaper. 

The tufted king bed with custom fabric set the tone for the 
soothing palette which includes the soft, calming blue of the 
oversized custom chair from Z Gallerie in Austin. Even though 
the homeowners had basically given Anand free rein with the 
color scheme, the designer focused on a restful, serene ambi-
ance for the gender-neutral bedroom. “There are pops of color 
in the rest of the house.” 

A faux fur throw lends a touch of glam, along with bedside 
tables framed in metallic accents from Z Gallerie. “Those 
nightstands actually had a matching bed,” says Anand, “but 
it was too much. I like to mix things up.” Artwork is “Meteor 
Shower” graphic art print over stretched canvas. Hardwood 
floors warm the cozy, luxurious haven with an area shag rug 
from Surya Rugs.  

More glam can be found in the dramatic powder bath, 
where black and gold wallpaper by Sherwin-Williams frames 
the space. The granite-topped vanity and overmount bowl sink 
are one piece. “Aerial View Black, White and Gold Floral” can-
vas prints were found on amazon.com. “I looked everywhere 
for the perfect art, perfect size,” says Anand. 

Saving the best (almost — it’s hard to choose) for last, the 
formal living room really embodies the entire project — the 
architectural detail of built-ins and niches, the lighting, the 
careful placement of furnishings and cherished belongings, 
and the ultimate mix of comfort and luxury using a sophisti-
cated mix of metallics. Nearby, a curving staircase leads to the 
second-floor bedrooms, media room and game room. 

“Every piece of furniture here is custom Nathan Anthony®,” 
says Anand, with the exception of the mirrored coffee table 
from Z Gallerie and the teal blue shag rug from Surya Rugs. The 
chaise combines luxury and practicality with a durable silver 
metallic fabric. Placing it all “just so” — from the furniture to 
the collectibles in the built-ins — was a challenge. “If you place a 
few things the wrong way, it takes away from everything else,” 
says Anand. “I did a lot of moving around in this room.”  

These days, so does the delighted homeowner, but in an en-
tirely different way. Anand laughs as she recalls the wife’s en-
thusiastic reaction when the design was finished. “She’d say, 
‘I love my whole house. I don’t know which room is my favor-
ite, so from day to day I move from room to room.’” Sounds 
like the perfect way to enjoy a home that was once a shimmer-
ing dream and is now a shimmering reality. u

JAIMIE ANAND INTERIORS
512-573-2484  |  www.jaimieanand.com
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The sun is warmer. The days are longer. The grass is green-
er. Before you rush out to the golf course or baseball field, you 
might want to do a few things around the house to get it ready 
for the hot and wet weather ahead. 

HERE ARE A FEW TIPS:
Worry-free water. Make sure the wa-

ter drains are away from the house, and 
clean the gutters of debris. If you have a 
sump pump, confirm that it’s operating 
normally. When the rains come, this will 
keep the water where it should be — out-
side your home.

Roof review. Shingles should be in-
tact and in good condition. Hire a pro-
fessional to check for damage such as 
cracking, leaking or pooling. Also, check 
the condition of openings to your home, 
such as skylight flashing, chimneys and 
attic vents.

Cold comfort. You’re going to be re-
lying on your air conditioner for many 
months. This is a good time to clean and 
replace the filters. Follow the manufac-
turer’s instructions for inspection, ser-
vice and maintenance.

Refresh the refrigerator. To keep your fridge in good con-
dition and your beverages at their frosty best, clean the appli-
ance’s fan and coil using a mild detergent. It will improve your 
appliance’s efficiency and life expectancy.

Re-arm your alarm. It’s a good practice to change your 
smoke alarm batteries twice a year to ensure they’re fresh. It’s 
easier to remember if you do it when Daylight Savings begins 
and ends.

Just a few weekend chores will get your home summer-ready 
so you can be, too. If you have extensive repairs, consider hir-
ing a NARI member. The National Association of the Remod-
eling Industry is the only association dedicated to enhancing 
the professionalism of the remodeling industry through its 
dedicated members. NARI San Antonio (www.remodelsanto-
nio.org) and Austin NARI (www.austinnari.org) have a variety 
of architects, designers, contractors and design-build firms to 
choose from. Our members are trusted professionals bound by 
a strict code of conduct to ensure a high level of integrity and 
successful project completion. u

GET READY 
FOR SUMMER

REMODELER’S ADVICE

ANGELA PARKS, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

Ultra-Compact Surfaces employ an exclusive Sintered 

Particle Technology, a high tech process which represents an 

accelerated version of the metamorphic change that natural 

stone undergoes when subjected to high temperatures and 

pressure over thousands of years. The term “Ultra Compact 

Surface” is used to describe a completely new countertop 

surface that is made by putting the raw materials found in 

glass, porcelain, and quartz, under extreme heat and pres-

sure to create an almost indestructible material through a 

process of “Particle Sintering”. Brands that we fabricate and 

install include Sapienstone, Maxfine, Dekton and Neolith.

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFO. 

915 W. Howard Ln., Austin, TX 78753     512-834-8746

www.AlphaGraniteAustin.com

Ultra-Compact Surfaces
Premier Cert i f ied Fabricator of
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design

SPOTLIGHT

AIA Austin Announces 2019 
Design Talks Speaker Series

With four programs left in a series of 
five, programming includes AIA Austin 
business items, as well as speakers of in-
terest to members and guests. Upcoming 
speakers include Eve Edelstein, Associate 
AIA and research director of the Perkins 
+ Will Human Experience Lab, on April 
16; Zoë Ryan, John H. Bryan Chair and 
Curator of Architecture and Design at the 
Art Institute of Chicago, on June 11 and 
Vishaan Chakrabarti, FAIA and Founder of 
the Practice for Architecture and Urbanism 
(PAU), on September 10. The final luncheon 
of 2019 will be on November 12 (speaker 
TBD). The series takes place at the Austin 
Central Library from 11:30am to 1:00pm 
and is open to the public. Tickets include 
lunch and can be purchased through the 
AIA Austin website. www.aiaaustin.org

Wimberley Glassworks Art Opening Event
May 4, 2:00 – 6:00pm
Celebrate Tim de Jong’s latest handblown glass collection 

on May 4 at the Water’s Edge art opening and gallery exhibit. 
Relax on the patio under the oaks with some local tunes and 
cocktails, compliments of the Glassworks. Watch the Glass-
works artisans create a piece live in a glassblowing demon-
stration and hear about the inspiration. Please RSVP on the 
Wimberley Glassworks website. www.wgw.com

The Evolution of the Custom Closet
Avera is the newest addition to The Container Store Cus-

tom Closets. It adds a modern, sleek design to the exclusive 
closet suite with a built-in look at an incredible price. The 
line features four wood grain finish options, push open, soft 
close drawers, back wall panels and optional integrated LED 
lighting. From a small reach-in to a grand walk-in closet, this 
new line is a premium upgrade that elevates any closet space. 
www.containerstore.com

Steinbomer, Bramwell & Vrazel Architects 
Announce a Name Change 
SBV Architects will now be known as 
Studio Steinbomer 

The new name reflects the firm’s structure as a collective of architects with a vision to 
create spaces that matter and builds on a legacy of skill instilled by its founder, Robert 
Steinbomer, whose Central Texas roots run deep. The 25-year-old Austin firm continues 
to be led by principals Robert Steinbomer, AIA; Amy Bramwell, AIA; Jennifer Vrazel, 
AIA; and Jed Duhon, AIA, LEED AP. Studio Steinbomer’s vision is to create impactful, 
well-designed spaces that benefit their communities — in Austin and surrounding areas 
— and enrich the lives of those who live and work in them. www.steinbomer.com

Salado Glassworks’ BYO
Want to experience glassblowing first-hand? 

We’ll give you a chance! Be a part of the “Blow 
Your Own” experience at Salado Glassworks and 
help create your own custom glass piece. Events 
run Fridays/Saturdays. Our Second Quarter 
events include BYO Easter Eggs (April 5-April 20), 
BYO Mother’s Day Event (April 26-May 11), BYO 
Date Night Event (May 10-18) and BYO Father’s 
Day Event (May 31-June 15). Please make advance 
reservations online. www.saladoglassworks.com.
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arts and culture

SPOTLIGHT

AnArte Gallery Hosts Yvette Shadrock

May 15 - June 1
Opening reception May 15, 6:00 to 8:00pm
Yvette Shadrock’s colorful opening reception is 

titled “Of Foliage and Flower: Paintings Inspired by 
the San Antonio Botanical Gardens.” Shadrock is a 
Texas-based artist whose best-known work focuses on 
nature and the relationships between human beings 
and their spiritual/physical connection to the natural 
world. Rather than the typical landscape, her oil paint-
ings depict nature up close and intensely observed. A 
portion of the proceeds will benefit the San Antonio 
Botanical Gardens. www.anartegallery09.com

Leigh Anne Lester: 
No Necessary Time Axis on 

Evolutionary Novelties at Ruiz-Healy Art
March 27 - May 25
Ruiz-Healy Art is pleased to present a solo exhibition of 

new works by Leigh Anne Lester. Her drawings are layers 
of semi-transparent drafting film with a historical botanical 
drawn on each layer. The transparency of the drafting film 
allows the line of each botanical to optically blend with the 
next layer, mixing elements of each plant, and the various 
floating cells are layered with graphite drawings. 
www.ruizhealyart.com

Diana Greenberg 
at Wally Workman Gallery

May 4-26, 2019
Opening Reception May 4, 4:00 to 7:00pm
Wally Workman Gallery presents their fifth solo show with 

painter Diana Greenberg. Nature has inspired much of this 
show — botanical forms appearing in many of these abstract 
works. Prisms of color break through solemn gray to create 
a feeling of light and hope, joy and serenity. A series of atmo-
spheric paintings are also included with each a grid represen-
tative of a place or time. Diana Greenberg lives and maintains 
her studio in Austin, Texas. www.wallyworkmangallery.com

Studio Comfort Texas 
Celebrates Grand Opening

There is an undeniable relaxed el-
egance that draws people through the 
doors of Studio Comfort Texas. Though 
the Hill Country’s newest gallery focuses 
on Texas artists making exceptional con-
temporary work, they do so without 
pretention. Anyone with a curiosity and 
an interest is invited to explore the stu-
dio gallery and their full offering of art 
instruction. With years of combined art 
and design experience, gallery partners 

Jeannette MacDougall and Cara 
Hines, also offer fine art selec-
tion and consultation. An ex-
hibition opening mid-May will 
feature works in encaustic and 
mixed media by MacDougall 
and Hines. 
www.studiocomforttexas.com

CARA HINES

JEANNETTE MACDOUGALL
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ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI

www.austinnari.org

512-375-2601

NARI San Antonio

www.remodelsanantonio.org

210-826-7200

San Antonio Board of Realtors

www.sabor.com

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
Zurich U.S. Properties, Inc

www.zurichproperties.com

210.225.5877

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
KingWood Fine Cabinetry

www.kingwoodcabinets.com

830-990-0565

CUSTOM GLASS WORK
Caliente Hot Glass Studio

www.calientehotglass.com

210-504-9244

Salado Glassworks

www.saladoglassworks.com

254-947-0339

Wimberley Glassworks

www.wgw.com

512-393-3316

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Architectural Metal Solutions/

Magnolia Doors

www.ams-gr.com

210-366-0490

FURNITURE & DESIGN
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams

www.mgbwhome.com

512-676-4144

GRANITE, STONE & FLOORING
Alpha Granite & Tile

www.alphagraniteaustin.com

512-834-8746

The Tile Shop

www.tileshop.com

San Antonio-East: 210-998-5212

San Antonio-West: 210-201-8891

Austin-South: 512-420-4146

Austin-Gateway: 512-420-4152

Round Rock: 737-209-5204

MSI Surfaces

www.msisurfaces.com

512-520-7130

HOME REMODELING
Boerne Kitchens and Baths

www.boernekitchensandbaths.com

830-446-1506

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design

www.bellavillads.com

512-443-3200

KITCHEN & BATH
Empire Countertops

www.empirefab.com

Austin: 512-637-5240

San Antonio: 210-651-3281

Expressions Home Gallery

www.expressionshomegallery.com

Austin: 512-454-4526

San Antonio: 210-349-7878

Factory Builder Stores

www.factorybuilderstores.com

Austin: 512-834-1442

San Antonio: 210-349-9333

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery

www.fergusonshowrooms.com

Austin: 512-445-5140, 512-382-2032

San Antonio: 210-344-3013

Kohler Signature Store 

by FACETS of Austin

www.kohlersignaturestoreaustin.com

512-382-7939

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic

www.lightsfantastic.com

512-452-9511

OUTDOOR LIVING
Timber Town

www.timbertown.com

512-528-8112

POOLS
Anthony Sylvan Pools

www.loveourpools.com

888-495-1537

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters

www.austintatiousblinds.com

512-608-0302

Texas Sun & Shade

www.txsunandshade.com

512-402-0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
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Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
12918 Shops Pkwy Ste 700
Bee Caves, Texas 78738

M-F: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
512-608-0302
www.austintatiousshutters.com

Call now for a free consultation or come by
our state-of-the-art showroom!




